
Risks of Not Using an 
Interpreter

When an interpreter is not used in healthcare, 
legal, or social services, several serious problems 

can occur.

1
Miscommunication
Incorrect understanding of health 
symptoms or care needs can result in 
wrong decisions or incorrect details.

2
Safety Risks
In healthcare errors can lead to 
wrong diagnosis which can caused 
serious harm.

3
Informed Consent
A person may agree to something 
without fully understanding it, 
invalidating consent legally.

4
Unqualified Support
Relying on family or friends risks 
misinformation and bias, lack of 
vocabulary, and breach of privacy.
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